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Flected tor 3 Goals:

Get the Economy Running

Clean Up AIbany Ethics Reform

Return NY Legacy of Social Progress




PHASE | COMPLETED
We're off to a good start because of the passage

of the budget



J Honest
J Balanced

J On time

Budget was...



This Year's Budget

Closed a $10 billion deficit without raising taxes or borrowing

Ended automatic inflators

Introduced performance

Began to rebuild the economy: “Recharge NY” jobs program



There’s more to be done



REFORMING ALBANY

PHASE I



1.

Get Economy Running
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Get Economy Running

Started by %etting taxes under control
with the state budget



State Budget

NO NEW TAXES



Get Economy Running
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Now, we must turn to local government taxes



Get Economy Running
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NY's hidden tax: property taxes



Get Economy Running
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Highest in the nation...



Get Economy Running

When measured by assessed
valuation of homes, top 15
highest taxed counties are in
New York...

Source: Tax Foundation, 2007-2009



Get Economy Running
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When measured bY absolute

dollars, Nassau (15%),

Westchester (2") and

fR_ockland (5%) are in the top
ive.

Source: Tax Foundation, 2007-2009



Get Economy Running
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Onondaga County has the
12th highest taxes in the
nation

Source: Tax Foundation, 2007-2009
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All NY counties are in
the top 20%

Source: Tax Foundation, 2007-2009



Get Economy Running

Median U.S. property tax bill: $1,917
Median NY property tax bill: $3,755

NY is 96% higher

Source: Tax Foundation, 2009



Get Economy Running
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Rising & Unsustainable Property Tax Increases

1.6%

/.5 Jo

Rate of County Tax City Tax Town Tax Village Tax ~ School Tax  Fire District
inflation Increase Increase Increase Increase Increase Tax Increase

Source: Office of the State Comptroller, 2002-2007




Get Economy Running
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NY has no economic future as the
tax capital of the nation



Get Economy Running
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Growing Property Tax Burden Hurts NY’s Business Climate

516

$14
$12

510

: $16 billion
2 $3.1 billion

Property Taxes Paid by Businesses Corporate Income Taxes Paid by Businesses

Source: Empire State Development Corporation
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What's the answer?



Get Economy Running

(ap property taxes for all local
governments and school districts at 2%
f or the rate of inflation, whichever is less

7 N
# CAP Override of 60% of voters for schools &
2 B Vraxes .~ 60% of local legislative bodies for all

other local governments

Limited exceptions to the cap



Get Economy Running

Massachusetts Tax Cap Example

Before Massachusetts enacted a tax cap in 1980,
it was the 2" most taxed state in the nation

Today, Massachusetts ranks 231

Source:glosh Barro, Do Property Tax Caps Work? Lessons for New Jersey from
Massachusetts



Get Economy Running
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We need a new attitude in New York...



Get Economy Running

It's not how much you spend, it's what you achieve

Performance matters

Results matter



Get Economy Running
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New York is 15t in education spending
& 341 in results



Get Economy Running

Massachusetts Tax Cap Example

New York spends 28% more per student for
education yet...

New York is 40" in Zﬁraduation rates;
Massachusetts is 14t

Massachusetts ranks 1% in test scores;
New York is 25!

Sources: National Center for Education Statistics & NYS Commission on Property Tax Relief



Get Economy Running

School Spending & Enrollment 1996-2011

I T Y

Total Public School Enrollment 2,812,000 2,694,000 -4.20%
Total School Expenditures $26,151,872,531  $57,600,000,000 120%
Total Public School Teachers 194 957 214,000 9.80%

Total Supervisory Staff 31,332 42,000 @

Source: State Education Department, Information and Reporting Services
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We also need mandate relief & pension reform
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Mandate Relief

Mandate Relief Redesign Team

Remove unnecessary mandates



Get Economy Running
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~ Also need pension reform; fong
term unaffordable 476%
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$6.20 billion

$1.30 billion

1998-99
Source: New York State Division of the Budget

2013-14



Clean Up AIbany Ethics Reform



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

Long line of disgraced politicians



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

Cuomo files civil suit against Democrat, \
accusing him of siphoning $14 million e |
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Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

We need to restore faith



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

Part-time state Legislature: Lawyers, businessmen...



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

Who else do they represent? |s it a conflict?



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

Release a list of who you represent before the state



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

How much do they pay you?



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

Answer the question—and if you refuse to answer,
you just did



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

Legislature resists ethics reform: “the Legislature
should police itself”

Legislative Ethics Committee since 2007
NEVER TOOK A REAL ACTION!
Selt-policing is an oxymoron



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform
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Since 2007...
Senator Joe Bruno Assemblyman Anthony Seminerio
Senator Pedro Espada Assemblywoman Diane Gordon
Senator Carl Kruger Assemblyman Brian McLaughlin
Senator Vincent Leibell Assemblyman William Boyland
Senator Efrain-Gonzalez, Jr.

NOT A PEEP...



Clean Up Albany: Ethics Reform

We need an INDEPENDENT MONITOR
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NY Social Progress
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NY Social Progress

New York is home to social progress...

The Environmental Movement—Storm King

Women's Rights Movement—Seneca Falls

Worker's Rights Movement—Triangle Fire



NY Social Progress

Marriage equality is a civil rights issue



NY Social Progress

At one time it was illegal for interracial couples to marry



NY Social Progress

New York has fallen behind states, such as
Massachusetts, Connecticut, lowa, Vermont and New
Hampshire



NY Social Progress

Equality for all New Yorkers
It's time to pass marriage equality



Recap, the agenda..

Get the Economy Running

Clean Up AIbany Ethics Reform

Return NY Legacy of Social Progress




Now Is the time



june 20th is D-Day



Tell your legislators to pass the bills or don‘t come home...



In closing



Simple truth



Battle for control of the government



(itizens v. Lobbyists



People v. Politicians



Ethics Issue



Ethics Issue=Trust



Property Tax Lap=Respect



Who wins?



T

It 1S upito you...






